Selections in Photoshop 


-All selections create marching ants and allow you to isolate certain areas of the image you are working with. 
-MANTRA: “IF ITS NOT SELECTED, IT’S PROTECTED”

-A hint: if you use the shift button while selecting, it will make perfect shapes (that are perfectly scaled)

( Marquee Tool (M)
-A great tool to use if you are making simple shapes. 

-Elliptical

-Rectangle 

(Lasso Tool (L)

-Great to use when you want more control for irregular shapes.

-Polygonal

-Magnetic

(Quick Selection Tool (W)

-Good to make faster selections of similar colours. Be sure to use the shift button to add to the selections it automatically makes. 

-If you need to ADD to the selection once you’ve made it, create a QUICK MASK (watch demonstration and take notes if necessary).

-Feel free to Copy (ctrl+c) and Paste (ctrl+v) in a new document or layer to make transformations or modifications to the selected area.  

Make Selections BETTER
-To have a cleaner cut, there are 2 options that we will explore:

1- The first option, you must have your marching ants still active around the specific selection. 


-Go to SELECT in the index bar. 


-MODIFY


-CONTRACT: this is used to make the selection a bit tighter by # of pixels, to assure you don’t have any white space around the cut out. 

-HEATHER: this is used to make the edges all around the selection a bit fuzzier, so it doesn’t look like it was clearly cut out of another image. 

2- The second option, you don’t need to have your marching ants still active. Just as long as the selection is in its own layer, you can apply these techniques.

-Go to LAYER in the index bar.
-MATTING 

-Remove white/ black matte



OR

-DEFRINGE: you can make the selection smaller by the # of pixels, this function is similar to the CONTRACT function we used above.  

Once you are satisfied with your selection, feel free to TRANSFORM it or apply ADJUSTMENTS to your liking. 






Transformations in Photoshop

You can make transformations to your image or selections from the EDIT menu under TRANSFORM.

1- Scale: use the chain link button to keep the aspect ratio (to make sure it is evenly made larger or smaller.

2- Rotation: use the button to control your PIVOT point better

3- Skew: to move one axis more than the other.

4- Distort: grab any corner, moves any side, any way.

5- Perspective: to follow a wall, pulls one corner at a time. 

6- Warp: shift an area within the picture. 

You can also use PUPPET WARP under the EDIT menu to move around certain parts of the image like a puppet. It is great to reposition limbs or head tilts. 
