Group: ____________________________________________________________

Did You Know?

One of Orwell’s concerns about the Soviet state was that it used language to distort historical events. After Stalin bullied Leon Trotsky out of the country, he systematically removed any trace of Trotsky from Soviet history—took him out of photographs, censored his papers, and so on. He also used Pravda, his news agency, to control the information people received. In Chapters 5 through 7, Orwell repeatedly calls readers’ attention to both Napoleon’s manipulation of information and the animals’ willingness to believe him. 

Power Struggle

In Chapters 5 through 7, the battle for power between Snowball and Napoleon comes to its climax. In Soviet history, a similar battle raged between two very different men, Leon Trotsky and Joseph Stalin. Stalin exercised power through regulations and rules. As its leader, he controlled the Communist Party bureaucracy. Trotsky had proven himself a masterful military strategist and inspirational leader during the Russian Civil War. He wanted to limit government power. The two also disagreed about how to industrialize and whether to focus on Soviet or worldwide socialism. Stalin took control in 1925—control he kept largely through tactics of terror.

Activity

In a small group, discuss the following questions. You will have to present your findings on a selection of questions briefly and informally to the class so take note of your answers. Also, these questions will help you with a future essay assignment, be sure to keep them in your binder when you’re done. 

1- Discuss some methods people have for persuading others to follow particular rules of behavior. Consider ways in which this persuasion relies on bias and manipulation of information.

2- How would you feel if the rules for correct behavior kept changing?

3- How does Napoleon persuades the other animals to follow his rules?

4- What do you think of the way Napoleon runs the farm? Would you support his leadership?

Imagine you are a newcomer to the farm. Write a ‘political speech’ with your group advocating either support or opposition to Napoleon’s views and methods.

5- Each time the animals question Napoleon’s interpretation of the farm rules; Squealer suggests they’ve misunderstood those rules. Within your group, trace the changes Napoleon makes to the rules as he goes along.

6- Identify and discuss the animals’ reactions to the changes.

7- Governments, like businesses, need to convey a particular image to their citizens and to other nations in the world. They use public relations experts to craft that image and communicate it through electronic and print media, word of mouth, and specific policies. Play the role of a public relations planner and analyze how Napoleon might best present the farm to its neighbors. Write a list of ideas and be prepared to present them orally to the rest of the class. You might consider including visual elements in your presentation, such as charts and graphs, or illustrations.
