The Analytical / Literary Essay: RUBRIC 



	Criteria ↓
	Range of Competency

	
	Advanced

Level 5
	Thorough

Level 4
	Acceptable

Level 3
	Partial

Level 2

	Introduction/ 
Thesis 











(10 pts)
	The introduction is clear and insightful. It contains an appropriate summary and draws the reader into the essay (hook). 


The thesis statement is clear and concise. It effectively addresses the topic and takes a strong stance (points).
	The introduction previews the content of this essay. It is fairly successful at drawing the reading into the essay. 



The thesis statement is clear and introduces the topic well (points).
	The introduction is satisfactory as a preview of the essay. It is somewhat successful at drawing the reader into it. 



The thesis statement is relatively clear and introduces the argument in a satisfactory manner. It may lack clarity or be too general.
	The introduction is distinguishable but is not successful at previewing the contents of the essay. IT does not draw in the reader effectively. 


The thesis is present but the not address the topic nor does is take a clear stance. It is vague and does not clearly establish an argument.

	Body





(5 pts)
	Each paragraph includes an effective topic sentence to introduce the point. Points are concise and insightful. All statements are thoroughly justified with appropriate quotations.
	Each paragraph addresses the thesis statement in a fairly successful manner. Points are somewhat clear and are justified with reference to the novel. Quotations are used in a generally successful manner.
	Each paragraph addresses the thesis statement in a somewhat successful manner. Points are vague but present. Justification is satisfactory and quotes are included. However, it may lack clarity, context or appropriate justification. 
	Each body paragraph is distinguishable but does not clearly address the thesis statement.  Points are difficult to identify. Justification and quotations are omitted or not justified. 

	Conclusion




(2.5 pts)

	The conclusion effectively summarizes the argument, restates key ideas and the thesis in a new, refreshing manner. Includes an interesting and appropriate closing statement.
	The conclusion is successful at restating the key arguments and thesis. Language is appropriate and closing statement is apparent.
	Concludes the essay in a satisfactory manner. The restatement of the thesis and arguments is done in a satisfactory manner, may be lacking originality. 
	The conclusion does not restate the relevant ideas of the text or is closely reminiscent of the introduction.  

	Organization / Spelling / Grammar




(2.5pts)
	The essay is very well organized, ideas are logically sequenced. 

Exhibits excellent command of expression (grammar, sentence structure, sentence variety). The essay demonstrates fluidity. 
	The essay is appropriately organized. 

Exhibits a clear command of expression (grammar, sentence structure, sentence variety). There are minor errors and they do not impede the flow of the essay.
	Organization is satisfactory. 

Exhibits satisfactory command of expression (grammar, sentence structure, sentence variety). The essay flows relatively well but there are errors which occasionally impede the readers’ understanding. 
	The essay lacks proper organization. Ideas seem to be thrown together without consistency. 

Exhibits a weak command of expression (grammar, sentence structure, variety). There are many errors that impede understanding. 
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