
“The Lottery”- Reflection Questions

You will be answering these questions in class. Please answer in full sentences. Use your “Reflection Notebook”. 

1.	Having read the story, why is “The Lottery” an ironic title for this story? 


2.	 Is “The Lottery” a good example of the literary device allegory? Define the term and tell me how Jackson’s story may or may not be considered an allegory. 


3.	Some say the story is about a stone-wielding mob who find themselves carrying out a dying tradition. Are there any dying traditions you’ve encountered or read about in your own lives? Why do you think some traditions go away while others remain? Feel free to tie in Smyka’s Moth Storytelling.


4.	What is a “ritual sacrifice”? Can you think of any examples of this practice you’ve read about in history? What is our attitude towards “ritual sacrifice” today? How does the idea of sacrifice play a literal and or figurative role in modern society? 
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